



South Portland Red Riots Winter Sports Preview

By Michael Hoffer
Dec 09, 2009 6:31 pm

South Portland fans will enjoy watching their winter sports teams this year. Boys' basketball should be one of the best in the region and could be a state championship contender when its standout returns. The girls' squad is a postseason regular and is in the hunt this year. Boys' hockey made great strides a year ago and looks to be in the mix again. Both track teams boast strong athletes and both swim squads expect to contend. 

BOYS' HOCKEY
COACH: Joe Robinson (third year) 

2008-09 Record: 15-4-1 (Lost 10-0 to Falmouth in Western Class A quarterfinals) 

TOP RETURNING PLAYERS: Tommy Ellis (Junior), Zach Griffin (Junior), Robert Hannigan (Junior), Zach Horton (Junior), Dominic Desjardins (Sophomore), Brendan Horton (Sophomore) 

PIVOTAL GAMES: Dec. 10 (H) BIDDEFORD, Dec. 12 @ Portland, Dec. 16 @ TA, Jan. 2 (H) GORHAM, Jan. 14 @ Deering, Jan. 16 (H) CHEVERUS, Jan. 21 (H) PORTLAND, Jan. 27 @ Kennebunk, Jan. 30 @ Gorham, Feb. 13 (H) FALMOUTH 

COACH'S COMMENT: "We play a tougher schedule this year with four Tier I teams. I think our scoring will be more spread out. We don't have a top sniper like Nick Fornwalt from last year, but our defense and goaltending is really strong. I think it might help us having our scoring spread out so teams can't just focus on one guy like they did with Nick. We hope to make the playoffs again with a young, but more experienced team." 

THE FORECASTER'S FORECAST: South Portland was the feel-good story of the 2008-09 season, winning 15 games, including a preliminary round playoff tilt in overtime. Replacing first-team all-star Nick Fornwalt won't be an easy task, but the Red Riots have plenty of young talent. The offense features Griffin and Hannigan, along with freshman Nick Whitten. South Portland's strength could be defense where not only Desjardins returns in goal (he came up big time and again as a freshman), but Ellis, Brendan Horton, Zach Horton and freshman Neil Maietta will make life difficult for opposing attacks. The Red Riots' schedule is a mixed blessing. It's an honor to play the tougher teams after success a year ago, but beating them won't be easy. If South Portland takes care of the others on the slate, it will be in good shape in regard to getting back to the postseason. This young squad will only improve between now and February and could write another inspirational story before all is said and done. 

FUN FACT: The Red Riots have won 25 combined games the past two years. The only two-year span more successful was in 2003 and 2004 when South Portland managed 27 victories. 


December 13, 2009
SOUTH PORTLAND 6, PORTLAND 2: Neil Maietta had a goal and two assists, all within 30 seconds in the third period, as the Red Riots (1-1) beat the Bulldogs (0-3) at Portland.

	Portland
	1
	0
	1
	
	
	
	
	2

	South Portland
	3
	0
	3
	
	
	
	
	6


First Period --
1. SP, Horton (Mazur) 1:51; 2. SP, Hannigan (unassisted) 6:56 (pp); 3. P, Knight (Briggs) 7:07; 4. SP, Cleary (Conley, Cobb) 8:49. 

Third Period --
5. P, DiBiase (unassisted) 8:28 (pp); 6. SP, Maietta (Hannigan, Griffin) 11:04 (pp); 7. SP, Whitten (Maietta) 11:16; 8. SP, Gilboy (Maietta) 11:31. 

Shots on goal -- Portland 12-7-19 – 38 // South Portland 15-10-8 - 33
Power-play Opportunities -- Portland 1 of 9 // South Portland 2 of 5

Goalies -- Portland, Jon Gatti (33 shots - 27 saves)
South Portland, Dominic Desjardins (38 shots - 36 saves)



December 20, 2009

YARMOUTH 3, SOUTH PORTLAND 2: Marshall Brunelle scored from Steven Petrovek with 48 seconds left as the Clippers (4-1) edged South Portland (1-3) at Yarmouth.  After Josh Cobb and D.J. Conley scored in the first period for the Red Riots, Petrovek answered in the second and Alex Kurtz tied it early in the third from Brunelle and Connor Costello.

	Yarmouth
	0
	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	3

	South Portland
	2
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	2


First Period --
1, SP, Cobb (Boyce) 8:44.2, SP, Conley (Cobb, Norton) 13:06. 
Second Period --
3, Y, Petrovek (Kurtz, Brunelle) 8:42. 
Third Period --
4, Y, Kurtz (Costello, Brunelle) 2:40; 5, Y, Brunelle (Petrovek) 14:12.

Shots on goal -- South Portland 12-4-7 – 23 // Yarmouth 2-10-12 - 24
Power-play Opportunities -- South Portland 0 of 2 // Yarmouth 0 of 5

Goalies -- South Portland, Dominic Desjardins (24 shots - 21 saves)
Yarmouth, Ethan Gray (23 shots - 21 saves)



South Portland strikes early, earns shutout 
From staff reports 

January 12, 2010 

PORTLAND — South Portland knocked off previously unbeaten Massabesic-Old Orchard Beach 5-0 in a boys' hockey game Monday night at Portland Ice Arena.

Zachary Griffin scored two goals for the Red Riots (4-3), who have won three straight.

South Portland opened a 3-0 lead in the first period, then added two goals in the second period, including a short-handed tally by Griffin.

Tommy Ellis and Robert Hannigan each had a goal and an assist, Nick Whitten also scored, and Dominic Desjardins made 16 saves.

Massabesic dropped to 5-1-1.

	South Portland
	3
	2
	0
	
	
	
	
	5

	Massabesic
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	0


First Period --
1, SP, Ellis (Horton, Hannigan) 5:21 (pp); 2, SP, Griffin (Boyce, Maietta) 9:18; 3, SP, Whitten (unassisted) 12:01. 

Second Period --
4, SP, Griffin (Cobb) 10:58 (sh); 5, SP, Hannigan (Ellis) 13:37. 

Third Period --  No scoring. 

Goalies -- Massabesic, Maclay, Madruga and Cuthbert (52 shots - 47 saves)
South Portland, Desjardins (16 shots - 16 saves)



January 15, 2010

SOUTH PORTLAND 6, DEERING 4: Zach Horton finished with two goals and two assists, and the Red Riots (5-3) scored four unanswered goals in the third period to beat the Rams (3-5) at Portland Ice Arena.

Neil Maietta and Robert Hannigan each added a goal and an assist, and Brian Cleary and Josh Cobb also scored for South Portland.

Riley Asbury, Connor Petropoulos and Travis Wade each had a goal and an assist for Deering. Anthony Erville scored the other goal.

	Deering
	2
	2
	0
	
	
	
	
	4

	South Portland
	1
	1
	4
	
	
	
	
	6


First Period --
1, D, Asbury (Wade) 7:53; 2, D, Petropoulos (unassisted) 9:14; 3, SP, Cleary (Mazur, Horton) 9:39. 

Second Period --
4, SP, Horton (unassisted) 2:45; 5, D, Wade (Rodick, Petropoulos) 12:50; 6, D, Erville (Asbury, Crowley) 13:09. 

Third Period --
7, SP, Maietta (Horton) 2:32 (pp); 8, SP, Hannigan (Maietta) 3:19 (pp); 9, SP, Horton (Hannigan) 7:28; 10, SP, Cobb (Conley) 12:00.

Shots on goal -- Deering 8-11-7 - 26
South Portland 11-13-17 - 41
Power-play Opportunities -- Deering 0 of 2
South Portland 2 of 2

Goalies -- Deering, Stevens (41 shots - 35 saves)
South Portland, Desjardins (26 shots - 22 saves)




Schoolboy Roundup:   
January 17, 2010 

SOUTH PORTLAND 4, CHEVERUS 3: Robert Hannigan scored a power-play goal from Zach Horton with two minutes left to break a 3-3 tie and lift the Red Riots (6-3) over the Stags (5-4) at Portland.

Hannigan also had an assist, and Zach Horton added a goal and two assists for the Red Riots.

	South Portland
	0
	3
	1
	
	
	
	
	4

	Cheverus
	2
	1
	0
	
	
	
	
	3


First Period --
1, C, Rague (Lops) 6:22 (pp). 2, C, Lops (Oddy) 10:01. 

Second Period --
3, SP, Griffin (Horton, Hannigan) 3:27 (pp). 4, SP, Conley (unassisted) 9:55. 5, SP, Horton (Griffin, Ellis) 13:10 (pp). 6, C, Fitzpatrick (Courtois, Rogers) 13:35. 

Third Period --
7, SP, Hannigan (Horton) 13:00 (pp).

Shots on goal -- Cheverus 13-6-14 – 33 // South Portland 7-17-8 - 32
Power-play Opportunities -- Cheverus 1 of 6  // South Portland 3 of 5

Goalies -- Cheverus, Boucher (32 shots - 28 saves)
South Portland, Desjardis (33 shots - 30 saves)




By KEVIN THOMAS, Staff Writer [image: image7.png]Dortland Press Herald  Mame Sunday Telearam




Wednesday, January 20, 2010 
IN THE CLASS A coaches/media state poll, Biddeford is easily No. 1 (as are the Tigers in the Press Herald´s area Top Five), followed by Thornton Academy, Falmouth, Lewiston, Waterville, Scarborough, St. Dom´s, Bangor, Edward Little and Messalonskee. 

South Portland (6-3), which is on a five-game winning streak, missed the top 10 by one vote. The Red Riots are also fourth in the Heal Point standings in the West. If they keep that spot, they will earn home ice for the first round of the playoffs. 

PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 
Boys 
Zach Horton, South Portland: The Red Riots are on a roll and Horton, a junior defenseman, helped keep it going. He scored three goals and added five assists in three victories last week. 




Southern winter sports teams hit homestretch

By Michael Hoffer
Jan 21, 2010 9:00 am
Boys' hockey
The Red Riots have captured five straight, including a 6-4 win at Deering and a 4-3 home triumph over Cheverus last week. Against the Rams, South Portland was down 4-2 after two periods and had to kill a 5-on-3 penalty and did so before scoring four times. Junior Zach Horton's second goal of the contest put the team ahead to stay and the Red Riots held on for a confidence-building victory.

"We came out flat tonight and went down two right away and had to scrap to get back," said coach Joe Robinson. "I told the guys they had to move. In the third period, we turned it on. That was probably our best period all season.

"I'd say we're starting to put it together. We're still a pretty young team. It's hard work and discipline. We took our lumps early with losses to TA and Biddeford. This is a big stretch for us."

In the win over the Stags, South Portland rallied from an early 2-0 deficit and earned the win on a late power play goal from junior Robert Hannigan.

The Red Riots (6-3 and fourth in Western A) hosted Portland Thursday and go to Kennebunk next Wednesday.



Thursday, January 21, 2010 
Red Riots` No. 2 goalie does the job 
by EARL SWINSON , Special to the Press Herald 
PORTLAND &#151; Zach Griffin scored the game`s first and last goals, and goaltender Brittany Harrison earned her first win as South Portland held off Portland 6-3 in boys` hockey Thursday at Portland Ice Arena. 

Five players had goals, four had assists, and Harrison was making her first regular-season start for the Red Riots (7-3) in place of Dominic Desjardins, who was out with an illness. 

``Dominic has had a 102-degree fever the last two days,`` said South Portland Coach Joe Robinson, ``and she stepped up and made some very good saves.`` 

Asked if she was nervous, Harrison said, ``A little bit. It`s been a while, but this felt real good.`` 

The Red Riots used strong backchecking over the first two periods to limit Portland (5-6) to eight shots and build a 4-0 lead. 

But, said Robinson, ``We didn`t come out in the third like we should have. You have to play 45 minutes, not 30.`` 

After Harrison made a terrific stop of a Jason Knight deflection one minute into the third, the Bulldogs continued to press. 

With the sides skating four-on-four, a Scott Briggs blast from the middle of the blue line found its way through a screen in front and past Harrison at seven minutes. 

Portland began to pepper the South Portland net, but Harrison robbed Eddie Apon in close and got a glove on bids by Briggs and Anthony Bowden. 

Apon made it 4-2 when he took a Knight pass on the left boards and scored with 5:22 left. 

But seven seconds later, Nick Whitten of the Riots took a pass from D.J. Conley, skated into the zone and beat goalie Jonny Gatti from the right circle. 

``That was the backbreaker,`` said Portland Coach Andy Gildart. ``We`re always trying to get it into the players` heads how important it is to not give up a goal in the first or last minute of a period, or right after we score, but it doesn`t get through sometimes.`` 

With Gatti out for an extra skater, Bronson Guimond made it 5-3 on a backhander with 1:27 remaining, but Griffin ended it with an empty-netter. 

``We had our best shifts after we pulled the goalie (with some four minutes remaining) and started playing with a little desperation,`` said Gildart. 

Griffin opened the scoring halfway through the first period. A deflected puck on a passout from behind the Portland net on a power play made it 2-0. Conley made it 3-0 on a rebound, and Robert Hannigan made it 4-0. 

	South Portland
	1
	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	6

	Portland
	0
	0
	3
	
	
	
	
	3


First Period --
1, SP, Griffin (Ellis), 6:46. 

Second Period --
2, SP, Z. Horton (unassisted), 4:09. 3, SP, Conley (Whitten), 9:01. 4, SP, Hannigan (Boyce), 12:49. 

Third Period --
5, Po, Briggs (Apon), 7:00. 6, Po, Apon (Knight), 9:38. 7, SP, Whitten (Conley), 9:45. 8, Po., Guimond (Bowden, Knight), 13:33. 9, SP, Griffin (unassisted), 14:44.

Shots on goal -- Portland 3-5-14 - 22
South Portland 14-9-4 - 27
Power-play Opportunities -- Portland 0 of 3
South Portland 1 of 4

Goalies -- Portland, Gatti (26 shots - 20 saves)
South Portland, Harrison (22 shots - 19 saves)




Sunday, January 24, 2010

Riots extend hockey winning streak 
Zach Griffin's hat trick highlights South Portland's seventh straight hockey win, 9-2 over Gorham. 

By JOEL NEILL, Special to the Telegram January 24, 2010 

PORTLAND — Junior center Zach Griffin scored three goals and assisted on another Saturday afternoon to lead South Portland to a 9-2 boys' hockey win over Gorham at Portland Ice Arena.

It was the seventh straight victory for the Red Riots (8-3), who produced three goals in each period while outshooting Gorham 49-23. Griffin had a goal in each period.

South Portland took the lead 3:16 into the game when freshman forward Nick Whitten scored off a pass from junior forward Josh Cobb, shortly after the Red Riots killed a Gorham power play.

The Riots had two power-play goals and a short-handed tally.

"Our penalty kill is something we've been working on and it really sets up our power play nicely," South Portland Coach Joe Robinson said. "They mirror each other well."

The Red Riots increased their lead a few minutes later when junior defenseman Tommy Ellis slipped a shot past goalie Nate Holloran, off a pass from Zach Horton.

"Zach started off slow because of sickness earlier in the year, but he's back and healthy now and playing very, very well for us. He's come on strong scoring-wise the last few weeks, especially when we're short-handed," Robinson said of Horton.

Griffin added a short-handed goal before senior defenseman Justin Bahr answered for Gorham (6-4) to make it 3-1 at the end of the first period.

The Red Riots broke it open in the second period. Robert Hannigan, a junior, scored an unassisted goal 41 seconds into the period. Senior forward Aiden Boyce converted during a power play two minutes later, assisted by freshman Neil Maietta, and Griffin notched his second goal, off assists from Ellis and Maietta, with 1:28 left in the period.

Griffin set up Hannigan's second goal of the game during a power play early in the third period.

Lyndon Mazur's goal made it 8-1, and Griffin completed his hat trick with 6:01 remaining.

Robinson credited the offensive outburst and relentless defense to hard work during early morning practices.

"The past couple weeks we've had our guys get up early for practices and it's been paying off. You have to sacrifice a little, but I think they're enjoying it and it builds character," Robinson said.

"I'm definitely pleased with the way we're playing right now."

Junior forward Steven Broy scored Gorham's final goal with .3 seconds left.

Brittany Harrison, making her second straight start in place of ailing No. 1 goalie Dominic Desjardins, stopped 21 shots for the Red Riots.

	South Portland
	3
	3
	3
	
	
	
	
	9

	Gorham
	1
	0
	1
	
	
	
	
	2


Biddeford Journal Tribune

Playoff hopes dimming
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	Joe York (19) of Kennebunk finds himself sandwiched between South Portland defenders Robert Hannigan and Brian Cleary, during a Class-A tilt at Biddeford Ice Arena, Wednesday. York scored the only goal of the game for the Rams, who sustained a 3-1 loss. (DAN HICKLING/Journal Tribune)


Kennebunk falls to South Portland, 15-year post-season streak in jeopardy

By DAN HICKLING, Staff Writer

Published: 

Friday, January 29, 2010 10:50 AM EST

BIDDEFORD — It’s an impressively long streak of hockey playoff appearances that Kennebunk has, stretching back nearly 15 years, or nearly as long as each of the current Rams have been alive.

However, with the Western-A post-season field cut this year to eight teams, and with the Rams (4-9) running short on experience and wins, that lengthy run is at risk of interruption.

Kennebunk’s hopes took a further hit, Wednesday, when it dropped a 3-1 count to South Portland, at Biddeford Ice Arena.

Goals in the third period by juniors Brian Cleary and Zach Horton enabled the Riots (9-3) to snap a 1-1 tie and capture their eighth win in a row.

“We went into it,” said Don Hill, Kennebunk’s veteran coach, “feeling like we needed to win to have a shot at it. Now I think we’d have to upset a Falmouth or a TA [Thornton Academy] at this point to get in.”

[image: image12.png]



That would mean toppling the No. 2 or No. 3 ranked teams in the State, and vaulting over four teams with winning records, just to slip into the eighth and final playoff berth.

Still, junior goalie Jordon Kadlik helped keep the flame flickering with a stellar, 40-save performance, with 15 of those coming in the first period.

That’s as many shots as Kennebunk threw the entire game at South Portland sophomore goalie Dominic Desjardins.

“Their goalie’s tough,” said South Portland coach Joe Robinson, a Biddeford resident. “He’s a big target. Great glove and covers a lot of net.”

The only shot to get past Kadlik in the first two stanzas came with 30.4 seconds remaining in the first, when freshman Nick Whitten sent a “Texas Leaguer” in over Kadlik’s shoulder.

That goal was answered by Joe York, Kennebunk’s top scorer, who popped in his 16th goal at 13:46 of the second, making it 1-1.

It was one of the few times York was able to shake the Red Riots’ effort to shadow him.

“They played two men on York,” said Hill. “Every time he touched the puck, they had two men on him.”

Cleary snapped the tie at 4:32 of the third, when he was allowed to set up in front of Kadlik and buried a chance from 10 feet away.

Kennebunk had few scoring chances after that, and Horton sealed the Rams’ fate with a flukey goal at 8:52.

“I give it up to South Portland,” said Hill. “They did what they needed to do to win the game.”




	Gorham
	0
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	3

	South Portland
	3
	1
	0
	
	
	
	
	4


First Period --
1, SP, Whitten (unassisted) 7:31. 2, SP, Maietta (unassisted) 11:12. 3, SP, Cleary (Hannigan) 12:07. 

Second Period --
4, G, Smith (C. Hardy, Broy) 3:56. 5, SP, Conley (Ellis) 5:25. 6, G, Bahr (unassisted) 9:28. 

Third Period --
7, G, Grandmaison (Broy) 4:32.

Shots on goal -- Gorham 4-5-4 - 13
South Portland 10-3-9 - 22
Power-play Opportunities -- Gorham 0 of 4
South Portland 0 of 2

Goalies -- Gorham, Bowring (7-4), Holloran (15 shots - 14 saves)
South Portland, Desjardins (13 shots - 10 saves)

Nick Whitten, Neil Maietta and Brian Cleary scored first-period goals and South Portland (10-3) held on for a 4-3 win over Gorham (6-6) at USM Ice Arena. 

Connor Smith got the Rams on the board at 3:56 of the second period, but D.J. Conley made it 4-1 less than two minutes later. 

Justin Bahr and Sean Grandmaison also scored for Gorham. Steven Broy had two assists.




	South Portland
	0
	0
	3
	
	
	
	
	3

	Gray-New Gloucester
	0
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	0


Third Period --
1, SP, Maietta (Ellis, Cobb) 8:11; 2, SP, Ellis (Maietta, Cobb) 9:44 (pp); 3, SP, Cobb (Horton) 14:08.

Shots on goal -- Gray-New Gloucester 2-3-4 – 9 // South Portland 9-17-23 - 49
Power-play Opportunities -- Gray-New Gloucester 0 of 4 // South Portland 1 of 6

Goalies -- Gray-New Gloucester, Matt Ouellette (49 shots - 46 saves)
South Portland, Dominic Desjardins (9 shots - 9 saves)

Neal Maietta broke a scoreless deadlock with 6:49 remaining, and Tommy Ellis and Josh Cobb added insurance goals as the Riots (12-3) beat the Patriotic Knights (6-9) at Portland Ice Arena. 

Matt Ouellette made 46 saves for the Patriotic Knights.



 February 11,2010

Robert Hannigan scored three straight goals, Nick Whitten added two goals and the Red Riots (13-3) won their 12th straight, defeating Fryeburg/Lake Region (3-11-1) at Portland. 

Whitten broke a 2-2 tie early in the second period and got his second about a minute and a half later. 

Hannigan made it 5-2 on a power play at 10:45 of the second, converted another power play at 5:29 of the third and got the final goal with 1:12 left. 

Dominic Desjardins stopped 18 shots for South Portland. Tyler LeGoff made 34 saves for the Ice Cats.
	South Portland
	2
	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	7

	Fryeburg Academy
	2
	0
	0
	
	
	
	
	2


First Period --
1, F, Zachnisson (M. LeGoff), 1:35. 2, SP, Horton (Griffin, Maietta), 10:37 (pp). 3, F, Skarbinski (Ahern), 11:19 (pp). 4, SP, Griffin (Maietta), 14:49 (pp). 

Second Period --
5, SP, Whitten (Conley, Horton), 3:52. 6, SP, Whitten (Horton, Cobb), 5:24. 7, SP, Hannigan (Horton), 10:45 (pp). 

Third Period --
8, SP, Hannigan (Griffin, Ellis), 5:29 (pp). 9, SP, Hannigan (Griffin), 13:48.

Shots on goal -- Fryeburg Academy 7-7-6 – 20 // South Portland 14-15-12 - 41
Power-play Opportunities -- Fryeburg Academy 1 of 7 // South Portland 4 of 8

Goalies -- Fryeburg Academy, T. LeGoff (41 shots - 34 saves)
South Portland, Desjardins (20 shots - 18 saves)



 February 13,2010

Gabe Hoffman-Johnson scored two goals, and Julian Clement added a goal, two assists for the Yachtsmen (12-5) against the Red Riots (13-4) at Portland Ice Arena. 

Tommy Ellis and DJ Conley scored for South Portland.
	South Portland
	1
	1
	0
	
	
	
	
	2

	Falmouth
	2
	3
	2
	
	
	
	
	7


First Period --
1, SP, Ellis (Horton) 6:42 (pp); 2, F, Hoffman-Johnson (Clement, Hanley) 8:23 (pp); 3, F, Bohrman (Pike) 11:03. 

Second Period --
4, SP, Conley (Whitten) 7:19; 5, F, Hoffman-Johnson (Hanley, Clement) 10:16 (pp); 6, F, Tuttle (Tapley, Pike) 14:34. 

Third Period --
7, F, Clement (Pike) 2:02 (pp); 8, F, Hanley (Morrill) 7:59.

Shots on goal -- Falmouth 13-15-14 - 42
South Portland 5-9-5 - 19
Power-play Opportunities -- Falmouth 3 of 9
South Portland 2 of 4

Goalies -- Falmouth, Jay Hurdman (42 shots - 17 saves)
South Portland, Dominic Desjardins (19 shots - 35 saves)



 February 15, 2010

	South Portland
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	4

	Marshwood
	2
	1
	0
	
	
	
	
	3


Zach Horton had two goals and an assist and broke a 3-3 tie in the third period to lead the Red Riots (14-4) past the Hawks (8-6-2) at Portland Ice Arena. 

Robert Hannigan also scored twice for the Red Riots, and Zach Griffin had two assists. 

Corey Wright had a pair of goals for the Hawks. Aaron Gootee also scored.

West Class A Quarter Finals


 February 20, 2010

Nick Whitten\'s second goal of the game with 1:14 remaining gave fourth-seeded South Portland a 3-2 win over fifth-ranked Portland in a Western Class A quarterfinal at Portland Ice Arena.   Eddie Apon scored two goals just 13 seconds apart in the final minute of the second period to give Portland (9-10) at 2-1 lead.  Josh Cobb tied it with a power-play goal with 4:12 left. 

South Portland (15-4) will face Biddeford or Scarborough in the regional semifinals Saturday at the Colisee. 
	South Portland
	1
	0
	2
	
	
	
	
	3

	Portland
	0
	2
	0
	
	
	
	
	2


First Period --
1, SP, Whitten (Cobb) 3:07. 

Second Period --
2, P, Apon (Guimond, Knight) 14:35; 3, P, Apon (unassisted) 14:48 (pp). 

Third Period --
4, SP, Cobb (Hannigan) 10:48 (pp); 5, SP, Whitten (Conley, Boyce) 13:46. 

Shots on goal -- Portland 6-10-16 – 32 // South Portland 11-10-8 - 29
Power-play Opportunities -- Portland 1 of 8 // South Portland 1 of 5

Goalies -- Portland, Jon Gatti (29 shots - 26 saves)
South Portland, Dominic Desjardins (32 shots - 30 saves)

	West Class A Semifinals – Colisee



Biddeford earns chance for title shot 
By KEVIN THOMAS, Staff Writer [image: image20.png]Dortland Press Herald  Mame Sunday Telearam



 

Game date Sat Feb 27
Biddeford 7 , 
South Portland 2 

LEWISTON — South Portland High has been grinding through this boys´ hockey season, working hard and churning out wins. 

But against a team like Biddeford, the Red Riots needed something more -- a way to dampen the Tigers´ dynamite offense. 

The Fleurent brothers, Trevor and Brady, each had two goals and two assists Saturday night to lead Biddeford to a 7-2 victory in a Western Class A semifinal at the Colisee. 

The top-ranked Tigers (17-2-1) advanced to the regional final Tuesday night at the Colisee against Thornton Academy, a 4-1 winner over Falmouth. 

Fourth-seeded South Portland (15-5) ended one of its most successful seasons. 

The Red Riots skated with Biddeford at times but couldn´t match the Tigers´ ability to score quickly. 

"They´re very talented," South Portland Coach Joe Robinson said. "Our kids played with a lot of heart. They worked for the full 45 minutes. 

"We came out fired-up, but maybe too fired-up. We lost track of where we should be." 

Biddeford scored 19 seconds into the game. 

Trevor Fleurent won the face-off and sent the puck down the ice. The Tigers hurried for possession. 

From behind the net, Brady Fleurent backhanded a pass into the slot. There, Trevor Fleurent was skating in and winding up. His slap shot found the net. 

"Brady gets all the credit for that one," Trevor said. 

On Biddeford´s first power play, Craig Anton crossed to Trevor Fleurent in front of the net. He didn´t miss, and the Tigers held a 2-0 lead after 5:51. 

South Portland appeared to settle down after that. But late in the period, Biddeford was at it again. 

Scott Callahan deflected in a slap shot by Eric Grover for a power-play goal at 13:08. 

Just 44 seconds later, Brady Fleurent swatted in a rebound for a 4-0 lead after the first period. 

"I liked our quick start," Biddeford Coach Rich Reissfelder said. "Our message in between periods was ´don´t get complacent,´ and I don´t think we did. 

"But give South Portland credit. They put a lot of energy out there and worked their tails off." 

Biddeford outshot the Red Riots 11-6 in the first period, but the shots were 22-22 after that. 

South Portland scored when Robert Hannigan buried a shot on an assist from Brendan Horton at 9:31 of the second period. 

But Brady Fleurent answered at 13:12 for a 5-1 lead. 

The Red Riots kept at it, with Neil Maietta scoring 16 seconds into the third period. 

It stayed 5-2 until Biddeford scored twice in the last 1:37, on goals by Derek Reny and Nick Gagne. 

The Tigers outshot South Portland 33-28. 

"Four minutes in the first period hurt us," Robinson said. "The rest of the game, we played very, very well." 

Biddeford
4

1

2

7
South Portland
0

1

1

2
First Period --
1, B, T. Fleurent (B. Fleurent) :19. 2, T. Fleurent (Anton, B. Fleurent) 5:51 (pp). 3, B, Callahan (Grover, Gagne) 13:08 (pp). 4, B, B. Fleurent (T. Fleurent), 13:52. 

Second Period --
5, SP, Hannigan (B. Horton) 9:31. 6, B, B. Fleurent (Anton, Grover) 13:12. 

Third Period --
7, SP, Maietta (unassisted) :16. 8, Reny (T. Fleurent, Anton) 13:23. 9, B, Gagnon (Lemieux) 13:54.

Shots on goal -- Biddeford 11-11-11 - 33
South Portland 6-11-11 - 28
Power-play Opportunities -- Biddeford 2 of 5
South Portland 0 of 2

Goalies -- Biddeford, Roy (28 shots - 26 saves)
South Portland, Desjardins (33 shots - 26 saves)

Staff Writer Kevin Thomas can be reached at 791-6411 or at: 
kthomas@pressherald.com 





SP hockey's dream season comes to a close

By Michael Hoffer
Mar 03, 2010 9:50 am

Prior to Saturday, the South Portland boys' hockey team had never participated in a regional semifinal round playoff game.
This program just keeps setting the bar higher.

Arguably the finest season in school history ultimately came to a close with a 7-2 loss to powerhouse, top-ranked Biddeford at the Colisee in Lewiston, but the Red Riots will be back for more in the years to come.

South Portland overcame a 1-3 start to finish 14-4 in the regular season, good for the No. 4 seed in Western Class A. After rallying past No. 5 Portland, 3-2, in dramatic fashion in the quarterfinals, the Red Riots earned a date with the Tigers, the 2007 and 2008 state champion, in the semifinal round. Back on Dec. 10, in the opener, South Portland lost 7-1 to Biddeford. This was the teams' first playoff meeting.

The Tigers, as expected, went on to a victory, but the result didn't tell the whole story.

Biddeford raced to a 4-0 lead after one period, but the Red Riots didn't fold. A goal from junior Robert Hannigan at 9:31 of the second got them on the board. The Tigers led 5-1 into the third, but just 16 seconds in to the final stanza, freshman Neil Maietta scored to give South Portland a whiff of hope. The Red Riots kept it a three-goal contest until Biddeford closed out the 7-2 with a pair of late tallies.

South Portland was only outshot 33-28 and sophomore goalie Dominic Desjardins stopped 26 shots.

"In my opinion, the final score wasn't any indication of how the game was played," said Red Riots coach Joe Robinson. "Other than the first four minutes of the first period and maybe the last two or three minutes of the game, due to lack of legs at that point, we outplayed Biddeford. We also had a goal taken back or waved off that my players swear was over the goal line. Anyway, I think we came out too fired up and lost focus on positioning and game plan in the first four minutes. The guys were ready to go, but unfortunately, it's hard to come back from being four goals down to the number one seed. Biddeford is a very talented team and they showed it that night.

"I'm very proud of my team. There is no quit in them. They love hockey and take great pride in wearing the Red Riots jersey."

South Portland finished 15-5, tying last year's squad for the most wins in program history. The victory over Portland was just its second postseason triumph ever.

"The season as a whole started out a little shaky with us being 1-3 going into Christmas," Robinson said. "We played (regional finalists) Biddeford and Thornton Academy right off the bat, but I figured playing those top teams early would benefit us in the long run, which I believe it did. After the break, we came out flying and won 13 games in a row. It was a very fun and exciting run at the time. The kids were very happy and proud of their accomplishments."

The best news for South Portland is that it graduates only one senior (Aiden Boyce). This year's experience will serve the Red Riots well and they figure to take on a tougher schedule in 2010-11. Don't be surprised if they make a return trip to Lewiston a year from now.

"We're only losing one senior, so we have basically our whole team coming back with a few decent freshmen coming up, so we should be right back into the mix of things," Robinson said. "Our schedule will be harder, but that's what we want. We probably won't have the same type of record we had over the last two seasons, but our goal is to just make the playoffs where at that point anything can happen. I know the kids and the coaching staff are extremely excited about next year."

Sports Editor Michael Hoffer can be reached at mhoffer@theforecaster.net




Biddeford is back to Western Class A Finals

Published on: 28th February, 2010 by Nathan Fournier
Lewiston, ME – South Portland High School gave Biddeford a test on Saturday night.

However, Biddeford was too strong, prevailing 7-2 in the first Class A Western Semi final of the night.

I am very impressed with South Portland,” said Biddeford head coach Rich Reissfelder. The physicality they played with and they did a very good job.” 

It was the Fleurent show in the first period as Trevor and Brady combined for six points in the first 20 minutes. 

Trevor made it 1-0 only 19 seconds into the game with his younger brother picking up the assist. 

“We just know where each other are at all times,” said Brady Fleurent about the chemistry with his brother Trevor.”

The duo struck again this time on the power play at 5:51 of the first period with Trevor getting his second goal of the game. Craig Anton also notched a point on the goal.

“Our guys have a lot of heart and they love hockey,” said South Portland head coach Joseph Robinson. 

“They were very excited to be here.”

With less than two minutes in the opening stanza, Scott Callahan made it 3-0 for the Tigers as they scored while on the man advantage.

“We moved the puck crisply and everything with on the tape,” said Reissfelder. “There was a lot of traffic and (the shot) was tipped.” 

Biddeford ended the night 2-for-5 on the man advantage, while South Portland went 0-for-2.

“When we had our power play chances we didn’t get anything done, and they’re a great penalty kill,” Robinson added.

With 1:08 remaining in the frame, Brady Fleurent found the back of the net with his brother setting the goal up.

“Trevor won the face-off and I poked it in,” said Brady Fleurent. “I was at the right place.”

South Portland cut into Biddeford’s lead with Robert Hannigan’s goal with 5:29 left to play in the second period

Brady Fleurent tallied his second goal of the game with 1:48 to play in the middle frame as Anton picked up the lone assist.

“When we got that fifth goal, I felt pretty good because (South Portland) out played us for a large chunk of the second period,” said Reissfelder. “I thought it would calm us down, but it didn’t.” 

The Red Riots came out in the third with a goal only 16 seconds in as Neil Maietta barely got the puck past Biddeford goalie Matt Roy.

“They were getting tired at the end with a lot of icings,” said Robinson. “In the first we were a little too excited and we forgot some things. There was a four minute lull there that really hurt us. After that, in the second-third period it was 3-2.” 

“They are hard working team and they never quit,” said Trevor Fleurent.

The Tigers added two late goals from Derek Reny and Nick Gagne 

Roy made 26 saves in the victory and Dominic Desjardins, turned aside 22 shots.

“He came up big and he’s just a sophomore,” said Robinson about Desjardins. “We are looking good for the future.”

Biddeford will face Thornton Academy, who won their semifinal game 4-1, in the Western Maine Class A Final on Tuesday.

[image: image23.jpg]Portland Press Herald 4 Maine Sunday Teleram
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Three coaches - Joe Robinson (South Portland,
Waest Tier I), Jaime Belleau (Lewiston, East), and
Keith St. Cyr (Noble, West Tier III) were
honored with the Bob Boucher Memorial Award.

Robinson, who is a repeat Boucher winner, said
he appreciated being recognized once more.

"Your peers vote on you," said Robinson, whose
Red Riots reached the Western semifinals this
season.

"It means a lot to me. You putin a lot of hours
and a lot of work. So it's (heartening) when
other people notice. That you're doing good
things (with kids)."







Southern winter sports teams enjoyed plenty of highlights

By Michael Hoffer
Mar 18, 2010 8:50 am

Winter sports fans had plenty of options the past few months. There was ample drama on the ice, slopes, trails, track, mat and in the pool.

Two local boys' hockey teams made the playoffs. The Cheverus girls won the state title. Track, swimming, skiing and wrestling all produced highlights as well.

Here's one final look at the 2009-10 winter sports season.

Michael's Top Five stories:
5) Run ends for Cape Elizabeth boys' hockey
4) Attwood dominates ski trails again
3) Scarborough girls' track does it again
2) Scarborough swimmers steal show
1) South Portland hockey makes history
The South Portland boys' hockey team had a special season in more ways than one this winter. Inspired by the courageous cancer battle being waged by sophomore Brendan Horton, the Red Riots overcame a 1-3 start by winning 13 of their final 14 contests to finish the regular season 14-4, good for the No. 4 seed in Western A. On the ropes in the quarterfinals against No. 5 Portland, South Portland scored two late goals to win, 3-2, just the second-ever playoff victory in program history. The Red Riots then made a first-ever trip to the semifinals in Lewiston, but lost, 7-2, to Biddeford, to end up 15-5. Joe Robinson was named Coach of the Year by his peers. With just about everyone returning next winter, South Portland could be in position to make even greater strides.




South Portland's Brendan Horton showed tremendous courage and inspired his team this winter, returning to hockey after receiving cancer treatment.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

	2009 – 2010 Complete Season Stats
	       Regular & Playoffs                     



	

	Player Stats 

Printer-Friendly Roster
#

Player Name

Year

Position

Games

Goals

Assists

Total Points

 6

Griffin, Zach 

 Junior

 Forward

 19

 14

 17

 31

 23

Horton, Zach 

 Junior

 Defense

 19

 10

 20

 30

 4

Hannigan, Robert 

 Junior

 Forward

 20

 16

 11

 27

 15

Maietta, Neil

 Freshman

 Defense

 18

 9

 14

 23

 21

Ellis, Tommy

 Junior

 Defense

 19

 6

 12

 18

 7

Cobb, Josh

 Junior

 Forward

 20

 6

 11

 17

 19

Whitten, Nick

 Freshman

 Forward

 20

 14

 2

 16

 18

Conley, DJ

 Junior

 Forward

 19

 6

 7

 13

 5

Boyce, Aidan

 Senior

 Forward

 18

 1

 7

 8

 3

Cleary, Brian

 Junior

 Forward

 14

 6

 0

 6

 12

Gilboy, James 

 Sophomore

 Forward

 19

 1

 2

 3

 13

Mazur, Lynden

 Junior

 Defense

 12

 1

 2

 3

 28

Neal, Alec

 Freshman

 Forward

 9

 0

 0

 0

 22

Horton, Brendan 

 Sophomore

 Defense

 5

 0

 0

 0

 14

Zanis, Steven

 Sophomore

 Forward

 10

 0

 0

 0

 11

Chamberland, Ricky 

 Sophomore

 Forward

 8

 0

 0

 0




	

	Goalie Stats
#

Player Name

Year

W

L

T

Games

GA

GAA

Shots

Saves

Save Pct.

1

Igo, Connor

 Junior

 0

 0

 0

 0

 0

 0.00

 0

 0

 0.000

16

Harrison, Brittany

 Junior

 2

 0

 0

 2

 5

 2.50

 48

 43

 0.896

31

Desjardins, Dominic

 Sophomore

 13

 5

 0

 18

 54

 3.00

 554

 500

 0.903




	2009 – 2010  Schedule / Results 
Opponent

H / A

Date

Time

W/L/T

Score

PP

PK

Biddeford Tigers
Home
12/10/2009

 8:00pm 

L

1 - 7

0/2

2/2

Portland Bulldogs
Away

12/12/2009

 9:30am 

W

6 - 2

2/5

8/9

Thornton Academy Golden Trojans
Away

12/16/2009

 8:00pm 

L

2 - 8

2/7

2/4

Yarmouth Clippers

Away

12/19/2009

 8:30pm 

L

2 - 3

0/2

6/6

Noble
Away

1/6/2010

 8:00pm 

W

3 - 1

2/12

10/10

Bonny Eagle Scots
Away

1/9/2010

 6:00pm 

W

7 - 0

2/9

5/5

Massabesic/OOB
Home
1/11/2010

 7:30pm 

W

5 - 0

1/7

7/7

Deering Rams
Away

1/14/2010

 4:00pm 

W

6 - 4

2/2

2/2

Cheverus Stags
Away

1/16/2010

 8:30pm 

W

4 - 3

3/5

5/6

Portland Bulldogs
Home
1/21/2010

 4:00pm 

W

6 - 3

1/3

4/4

Gorham Rams
Home
1/23/2010

 1:45pm 

W

9 - 2

3/6

9/10

Kennebunk Rams
Away

1/27/2010

 6:00pm 

W

3 - 1

1/4

2/2

Gorham Rams
Away

1/30/2010

 8:00pm 

W

4 - 3

0/2

5/5

Sanford
Away

2/3/2010

 4:30pm 

W

11 - 1

2/3

1/2

GNG-Poland Patriotic Knights
Home
2/6/2010

 5:00pm 

W

3 - 0

1/4

5/5

Fryeburg/Lake Region
Home
2/11/2010

 6:00pm 

W

7 - 2

4/8

6/7

Falmouth Yachtsmen
Home
2/13/2010

 5:30pm 

L

2 - 7

1/2

2/5

Marshwood/Traip
Home
2/15/2010

 9:45am 

W

4 - 3

3/6

3/4

Portland Bulldogs
Home
2/20/2010

 4:00pm 

W

3 - 2

1/5

7/8

Biddeford Tigers
Away

2/27/2010

 6:00pm 

-

-

-

-

Biddeford Tigers
Away

2/27/2010

 6:00pm 

L

2 - 7

0/2

6/8

Team Totals

W-L-T

PP

PK

 

15-5-0
31/96
97/111
Games Played

GPG Avg

GA Avg

PP %

PK %

20

4.50

2.95

32.3%

87.4%




2009 – 2010 Class A Scoring Leaders

	
	Class A West Tier II-III
	
	G
	A
	Pts

	1)
	Tyler Albert
	Msbsc/OOB
	33
	18
	51

	2)
	Travis Wade
	Deering
	12
	33
	45

	3)
	Connor Petropoulos
	Deering
	27
	16
	43

	4)
	Jesse Cotty
	Noble
	19
	21
	40

	
	Ben Rodick
	Deering
	20
	20
	40

	5)
	Greg Lodge
	Msbsc/OOB
	17
	21
	38

	6)
	William Rodden
	Noble
	22
	12
	34

	7)
	Zach Griffin
	So. Portlnd
	14
	17
	31

	
	Simon Lardner
	Sanford
	14
	17
	31

	
	Jason Knight
	Portland
	17
	14
	31

	8)
	Zach Horton
	So. Portlnd
	10
	20
	30

	9)
	Dana Woodworth
	Noble
	17
	11
	28

	10)
	Eddie Apon
	Portland
	18
	9
	27

	
	Robert Hannigan
	So. Portlnd
	16
	11
	27

	11)
	Sean Oddy
	Cheverus
	17
	9
	26

	
	Steve Comar
	Msbsc/OOB
	10
	16
	26

	
	Scott Briggs
	Portland
	10
	16
	26

	
	Kevin Zacrisson
	Frybrg/LkRgn
	13
	12
	25

	12)
	Corey Wright
	Mrshwd/Trp
	19
	6
	25

	
	Ted Skarbinski
	Frybrg/LkRgn
	12
	13
	25


	
	Class A East
	
	G
	A
	Pts

	1)
	Mat Gordon
	Edward Little
	26
	24
	50

	2)
	Alex Parker
	St. Dom's
	18
	20
	38

	3)
	Erik Ogren
	MHW
	13
	24
	37

	4)
	Nate Bergeron
	St. Dom's
	16
	19
	35

	5)
	Jared Bornstein
	MHW
	25
	9
	34

	6)
	Sam Dexter
	Messalonskee
	15
	18
	33

	7)
	Cody Russell
	Edward Little
	16
	16
	32

	
	Conor Kelly
	Brunswick
	16
	16
	32

	
	Gradey Michonski
	Skowhegan
	10
	22
	32

	8)
	Dylan Nadeau
	Edward Little
	20
	10
	30

	9)
	Ben Wigant
	Lewiston
	18
	11
	29

	
	Jared Pelletier
	Edward Little
	8
	21
	29

	
	Nick George
	Bangor
	6
	23
	29

	
	Sam Cloutier
	Lewiston
	10
	19
	29

	10)
	Josh Gaudette
	Waterville
	11
	15
	26

	
	Nate Powers
	Skowhegan
	14
	12
	26

	
	Nick Deblois
	Waterville
	15
	11
	26

	11)
	Phil Frost
	Bangor
	17
	8
	25

	 
	Brandon Clark
	Cony
	12
	13
	25

	 
	Kolby Arnold
	GNG-Poland
	16
	9
	25


	
	Class A West Tier I
	
	G
	A
	Pts

	1)
	Trevor Fleurent
	Biddeford
	33
	27
	60

	2)
	Brady Fleurent
	Biddeford
	16
	24
	40

	3)
	Dan Hanley
	Falmouth
	19
	16
	35

	4)
	Craig Anton
	Biddeford
	10
	24
	34

	5)
	Joey York
	Kennebunk
	22
	8
	30

	
	Julien Pierre Clement
	Falmouth
	10
	20
	30

	6)
	CJ Maksut
	Thornton
	16
	12
	28

	7)
	Dixon Pike
	Falmouth
	12
	14
	26

	
	Derek Reny
	Biddeford
	17
	9
	26

	8)
	Trevor Hoxsie
	Scarborough
	14
	9
	23

	9)
	Sam Canales
	Thornton
	10
	12
	22

	
	Seth Prior
	Thornton
	10
	12
	22

	
	Ned Richard
	Kennebunk
	11
	11
	22

	10)
	Alex Howard
	Thornton
	12
	9
	21

	11)
	Gabe Hoffman-Johnson
	Falmouth
	8
	12
	20

	
	Andrew Nigro
	Scarborough
	11
	9
	20

	
	Brandon Morrill
	Falmouth
	5
	15
	20

	12)
	Nick Gagne
	Biddeford
	3
	15
	18

	 
	Eric Grover
	Biddeford
	3
	15
	18

	 
	Andrew Carignan
	Thornton
	5
	13
	18


	
	CLASS A TOTAL
	
	G
	A
	Pts

	1)
	Trevor Fleurent
	Biddeford
	33
	27
	60

	2)
	Tyler Albert
	Msbsc/OOB
	33
	18
	51

	3)
	Mat Gordon
	Edward Little
	26
	24
	50

	4)
	Travis Wade
	Deering
	12
	33
	45

	5)
	Connor Petropoulos
	Deering
	27
	16
	43

	6)
	Brady Fleurent
	Biddeford
	16
	24
	40

	
	Jesse Cotty
	Noble
	19
	21
	40

	
	Ben Rodick
	Deering
	20
	20
	40

	7)
	Alex Parker
	St. Dom's
	18
	20
	38

	
	Greg Lodge
	Msbsc/OOB
	17
	21
	38

	8)
	Erik Ogren
	MHW
	13
	24
	37

	9)
	Nate Bergeron
	St. Dom's
	16
	19
	35

	
	Dan Hanley
	Falmouth
	19
	16
	35

	10)
	Jared Bornstein
	MHW
	25
	9
	34

	
	Craig Anton
	Biddeford
	10
	24
	34

	
	William Rodden
	Noble
	22
	12
	34

	11)
	Sam Dexter
	Messalonskee
	15
	18
	33

	12)
	Cody Russell
	Edward Little
	16
	16
	32

	
	Conor Kelly
	Brunswick
	16
	16
	32

	
	Gradey Michonski
	Skowhegan
	10
	22
	32

	13)
	Zach Griffin
	So. Portlnd
	14
	17
	31

	
	Simon Lardner
	Sanford
	14
	17
	31

	
	Jason Knight
	Portland
	17
	14
	31

	14)
	Dylan Nadeau
	Edward Little
	20
	10
	30

	
	Joey York
	Kennebunk
	22
	8
	30

	
	Julien Pierre Clement
	Falmouth
	10
	20
	30

	
	Zach Horton
	So. Portlnd
	10
	20
	30

	15)
	Ben Wigant
	Lewiston
	18
	11
	29

	
	Jared Pelletier
	Edward Little
	8
	21
	29

	
	Nick George
	Bangor
	6
	23
	29

	
	Sam Cloutier
	Lewiston
	10
	19
	29


